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Volunteerism as
a Driving Force for

Entrepreneurship,
Youth Employment, and
Community Resilience
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How can key
. stakeholders promote
What role does volunteering have volunteering for
in sustainable development? sustainable development?

Volunteers help address social, economic, and environmental
gaps at the community level. Volunteering supports climate
resilience through disaster response and mitigation,
promotes locally led development through active

GOVERNMENTS

B Integrate volunteerism into
national development strategies;
measure its contribution to

participation of communities, and helps fill the gaps in achieving the SDGs; encourage
communities where public services are constrained. international volunteering.
Advancing SDGs 2 and 13, MULTILATERAL
a volunteer helped Gituto ORGANIZATIONS

community membersin
Kenya address climate-
driven food insecurity by

establishing a tree nursery. .
The initiative increased African Health Volunteers Corps,

income through seedling which contributed 800 volunteers
sales, supported climate to address the 2014-2015 Ebola
resilience, and improved soil outbreak in West Africa.

W Facilitate volunteer exchanges
between countries—one example
being the African Union’s

health and food security.
Advancing SDG 6 on water and sanitation,

volunteers in Ghana supported community
sanitation efforts by constructing
20 biodigester latrines for a community of over

PRIVATE SECTOR

B Encourage volunteering in the
workplace by collaborating
with multilateral and non-profit
organizations, not only to
improve employee engagement
and satisfaction but also to
benefit the community and drive
sustainable development.

200 households. Meanwhile, in line with SDG 4
on education, a volunteer-led global education

program has helped more than 25,000 girls in

over 100 countries build coding and Al skills.

The UN General Assembly has repeatedly

underscored the critical role of volunteering in supporting NON-PROFIT
development objectives, and the UN Secretary General ORGANIZATIONS
has called volunteering “a powerful and cross-cutting W Bridge volunteer opportunities
means of implementing the 2030 Agenda.” with local communities—one

example being CorpsAfrica’s
collaboration with local

communities to address health,

However, most Only 20 percent of countries have formally ) -
countries have yet to integrated volunteering into their development food security, environmental
embed volunteering plans, policies, and strategies. conservation, and more.

into their national
development

plans, limiting the
development of
more structured and
scalable volunteering
programs.

ACADEMIA

B Conduct studies on the impact,
opportunities, and gaps in
volunteerism, including how
volunteering impacts youth labor
market outcomes, measuring its
impact beyond monetary terms,
and best practices for advancing
sustainable development.
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